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1892 


January 28, 1892 
“Not a Christian Nation” The Present Truth 8, 2, p. 28. 


ATJ 


IT would be difficult to use language in a looser way than by calling 
this “a Christian Nation.” In all the Nation there is not a single town, 
nor a village even, in which the people are all Christians. A single 
family in which all are Christians is seldom found; and individual 
Christians are not abundant. We do not say these things to find 
fault; we are simply stating the facts in the case, as every person 
knows who looks at things as they are. Let any person anywhere in 
the land honestly ask himself the question, and honestly answer it, 
How many of my immediate neighbors and acquaintances actually 
show in the works of a godly life that they are real, consistent 
Christians? In the face of facts as they are, the answer only can be, 
Very few. How many are really separate from the world, and 
conformed to the will of Christ? PTUK January 28, 1892, page 28.1 


Take even the churches themselves, and everybody knows, and 
the churches themselves confess, that many of their members will 
not bear the test of the precepts of Christ. Many, of them love the 
opera or the circus more than they love the prayer-meetings; and 
the excursion more than the services of the church; and the 
newspaper more than the sermon; and pleasure more than God; 
and the world more than Christ. Then, while it is thus with the 
church, where is the sense of calling the Nation, Christian? and 
while the Church is so nearly half full of worldlings, what is the use 
of talking about this being a Christian Nation? The trouble is that 
they put upon the term “Christian” a construction so loose that there 
is scarcely any discernible distinction between many of those who 
bear it and those who don’t, and then spread the term over the 
whole mass, and thus they have a “Christian” Nation. But so long as 
the term “Christian” means what the word of God means—so long 
as it means strict conformity to the precepts of Christ—just so long 
it will be that this is not, and cannot be, a Christian Nation, except 





by each individual’s becoming a Christian by an abiding, working 
faith in Christ. A. T. JAPTUK January 28, 1892, page 28.2 





February 11, 1892 


“The Spirit of Christ as Manifested in His Work for the Salvation of Man” 
The Present Truth 8, 3, pp. 42-44. 


ATJ 


JESUS is the example in all true living. Jesus is the example in all 
true service to God. With the mind we are to serve the law of God. 
Therefore saith the scripture, “Let this mind be in you, which was 
also in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 2:5. So certainly as we will /et this 
mind be in us, so certainly it will be in us; and so certainly as it is in 
us, so certainly it will do in us what it did in Christ; and so certainly 
that which appeared in Him will appear in us.PTUK February 11, 
1892, page 42.1 


What, then, did this mind do in Him?—“Who, being in the form of 
God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God.” Philippians 2:6. 
The idea conveyed in the word “robbery” may be made plainer by 
noting the different translations. The Emphatic Diaglott remarks that 
the original—Harpagmon,—“being a word of very rare occurrence, 
a great variety of translations have been given,” cites the following: 
—PTUK February 11, 1892, page 42.2 


Clarke, “Did not think it a thing to be earnestly desired.” Cyprian, 
“Did not earnestly affect.” Wakefield, “Did not regard as an object of 
solicitous desire.” Sharpe, “Thought no a thing to be seized.” 
Kneeland, “Did not eagerly grasp.” Dickinson, “Did not violently 
strive after.” Turnbull, “Did not meditate a usurpation."PTUK 
February 11, 1892, page 42.3 


From this it is easy to see that the idea conveyed by the word 
“robbery” is not a mistaken one; because the point stated is that 
though He was in the form of God, though He was the brightness of 
His glory and the express image of His person, and though He was 
indeed equal with God, He did not think that to be equal with God 
was a thing to be seized upon, and eagerly held fast, as a robber 
would grasp and hold that upon which he has seized.PTUK 
February 11, 1892, page 42.4 





Them Emphatic Diaglott adopts Turnbull’s translation, “He did not 
mediate a usurpation to be like God,” which, where government is 
involved, is nearer the idea of the original, as a robber of 
government is a usurper.P7 UK February 11, 1892, page 43.1 


The thought, then, which is expressed in the verses is this: “Let this 
mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus; who, being in the 
form of God, thought it not a thing to be seized upon, to be violently 
striven for, and eagerly retained with solicitous desire, not a 
usurpation to be meditated, to be equal with God.” But He was 
already equal with God. He was already the one whose “goings 
forth have been from of old, from the days of eternity.” He was 
already the one who created all things “that are in heaven, and that 
are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or 
dominions, or principalities, or powers.” He was indeed already 
God, equal with God. What, then, caused His mind to run in this 
channel, and to think it not a thing to be seized upon, striven for, 
and eagerly retained, to be equal with God,—in other words, to be 
that which, by eternal and inalienable right He truly was? Something 
caused it; and when we discover that, we have the key to the whole 
situation. PTUK February 11, 1892, page 43.2 


From the nature of the case, it is evident that on the part of 
somebody there was a strife, a dispute, as to who ought to be equal 
with God. It is plain that on the part of some one there was 
manifested a mind, a disposition, earnestly to desire, to seize upon, 
and to meditate, a usurpation of such a position,—a position of 
equality with God. Who was that one? In whom did such a mind 
manifest itself? Not in Christ Jesus, for the mind that was in him 
thought no such thing. In whom was it, then? Ah! in that anointed 
cherub that covered, and who sinned; for the scripture says: “Thou 
art the anointed cherub that covereth; and | have set thee so: thou 
wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down 
in the midst of the stones of fire. Thou wast perfect in thy ways from 
the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee. By the 
multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the midst of thee with 
violence, and thou hast sinned; therefore | will cast thee as profane 
out of the mountain of God: and | will destroy thee, O covering 
cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire. Thine heart was lifted 
up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by 





reason of thy brightness.” Ezekiel 28:14-17.PTUK February 11, 
1892, page 43.3 


Being “perfect in beauty,” he began to look upon himself, to honour 
himself, and to glorify himself because of this perfect beauty, 
instead of glorifying Him that gave it. He began to attribute to 
himself the honour and the merit, and to think that there was not 
shown to him the preference that was his due, and that the place 
which he held was not such as fitly became one so glorious. Then 
he said in his heart: “I will exalt my throne above the stars of God. | 
will sit also upon the mount of the congregation in the sides of the 
north; .../ will be like the Most High” Isaiah 14:13, 14.PTUK 
February 11, 1892, page 43.4 


Here is the one in whom was the mind that thought that to be equal 
with God was a thing to be seized upon, a thing to be eagerly 
grasped and retained, as a robber his prey. Here is the one in 
whom was the mind that meditated a usurpation to be equal with 
God. And love of self, exaltation of self, was the beginning of it all. 
His own self would exalt itself to the throne of the Most High, and 
would make all subject to himself, instead of to God.P TUK February 
11, 1892, page 43.5 


For this, he was cast as profane out of the mountain of God. Then 
he came to this world, and instilled into its inhabitants this venom of 
self. PTUK February 11, 1892, page 43.6 


“And the serpent said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye 
shall not eat of every tree of the garden?P7TUK February 11, 1892, 
page 43.7 


“And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of 
the trees of the garden; but of the fruit of the tree which is in the 
midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither 
shall ye touch it, lest ye die. PTUK February 11, 1892, page 43.8 


“And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: for 
God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, ye shall be as God 
[Hebrew and Revised Version], knowing good and evil.P7UK 
February 11, 1892, page 43.9 





“And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that 
it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired fo make one 
wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto 
her husband with her; and he did eat.” Genesis 3:1-6.PTUK 
February 11, 1892, page 43.10 


Thus Satan instilled the exaltation of self into man—even his own 
ambition to be equal with God. Thus it was the selfish desire to be 
equal with God that induced sin in man on the earth. And thus into 
mankind was instilled the mind of Satan,—that same mind which 
thought that to be equal with God was a thing to be seized upon, 
and eagerly retained,—that same mind which meditated a 
usurpation to be equal with God,—that same mind which puts self 
in the place of God.PTUK February 11, 1892, page 43.11 


Then it was that the mind that was in Christ Jesus was manifested. 
He whose goings forth have been of old, from the days of eternity; 
He who had created all the worlds, and all things in all of them; He 
who was the brightness of His Father’s glory, and the express 
image of His person; He who was of right equal with God,—He, the 
high and lofty One, thought it not a thing to be seized upon, to be 
greedily grasped and zealously retained, to be equal with God; but 
emptied Himself (Philippians 2:5, 6, Rev. Ver.), and gave Himself 
for lost mankind. Therefore the word went forth immediately to 
Satan: “/ will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between 
thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt 
bruise his heel.” And in this word to Satan there was a promise to 
man of deliverance from the bondage of Satan, which is the 
bondage of self, into the glorious liberty of sons of God 
indeed.PTUK February 11, 1892, page 43.12 


The deception of man led him to put self in the place of God, and 
the mind and word of Satan in the place of the mind and word of 
God. This led to the perversion of man’s ideas concerning God, and 
the receiving of Satan’s ideas and suggestions as the true ideas 
concerning God. It led to the setting of God in a totally false light in 
the estimation of man. It led mankind to look upon God as a hard 
master, a despotic governor, and a stern, impassive, unmerciful 
judge. Over and over, the Lord set forth His Word to the contrary. 
To Moses he declared himself to be “merciful and gracious, long- 





suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for 
thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin.” In His law 
He set forth His character as “LOVE.” Yet, for all this, mankind still 
followed perverted ideas of God.PTUK February 11, 1892, page 
43.13 


Then, when the fulness of time was come, the Father would reveal 
Himself to mankind as He really is, and His bearing toward the 
world of sinners. And in order that this might be done in its fulness 
and perfection, Jesus emptied Himself, and “took upon Him the 
form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men; and being 
found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.” Philippians 2:6-8. 
“The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us (and we beheld 
His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father), full of 
grace and truth.” John 1:14.PTUK February 11, 1892, page 43.14 


So entirely did He empty Himself of all self that He could say with 
perfect truth, “| came down from heaven, not to do Mine own will, 
but the will of Him that sent me.” John 6:38. “I can of Mine own self 
do nothing: As | heart, | judge, and My judgment is just because | 
seek not Mine own will, but the will of Him that sent Me.” John 5:30. 
“Verily, verily, | say unto you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, but 
what he seeth the Father do; for what things soever He doeth, 
these also doeth the Son likewise.” Verse 19. “The Father that 
dwelleth in me, He doeth the works.” John 14:10. “My doctrine is 
not Mine, but His that sent Me.” John 7:16. “The words that | speak 
unto you, | speak not of Myself” “but the Father which sent Me, He 
gave a commandment, what | should say and what | should speak.” 
John 14:10; 12:49. He came not doing His own will, nor speaking 
His own words, nor doing his own works. It was the Father’s will 
which was done in Him; it was the Father’s words that were spoken 
by Him; and it was the Father’s works that were done in Him. That 
is to say, He emptied Himself that the Father might appear in Him. 
And when He emptied Himself, the Fatherdid appear in Him. And 
so, “in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.” He was 
“God manifest in the flesh,” “God with us."P TUK February 11, 1892, 
page 43.15 


But He did all this that men might know the Father as He really is. 





Therefore, He says none know “the Father but the Son, and He to 
whomsoever the Son will reveal Him.” “He that hath seen Me hath 
seen the Father.” This is Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Saviour 
of the world.PTUK February 11, 1892, page 44.1 


What the Father was to the Son and in the Son in this world, that is 
just what He wishes to be to every person in this world. And just as 
certainly as any man will empty Himself of self, as Christ did, so 
certainly will the Father be to him, and in him, what He was to the 
Son, and in the Son.PTUK February 11, 1892, page 44.2 


The word of Christ to every man is this, “If any man will come after 
Me, let him deny himself.” Luke 9:23.PTUK February 11, 1892, 
page 44.3 


All sin is of self, and self is of Satan. All righteousness is of Christ, 
and Christ is of God.PTUK February 11, 1892, page 44.4 


Therefore let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus, 
“who emptied Himself’ that the Father might appear to men, and 
that men might be saved. Let it be in you. As surely as you will /et 
this mind be in you, so surely will it be in you. And so surely as in 
Him it led Him to empty Himself, so surely it will lead you to empty 
yourself of all self. And so surely as you are emptied of self, so 
surely will you be “filled with all the fulness of God.” Ephesians 
3:19.PTUK February 11, 1892, page 44.5 


A. T. J. 
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March 24, 1892 


“Civil Government and God’s Law” The Present Truth 8, 6, pp. 90, 91. 


ATJ 


THE ten commandments are for the universe, the supreme 
standard of morals. They are the law of God, the supreme moral 
Governor. Every duty enjoined in the Bible—that is to say, every 
duty of man—finds its spring in some one of the ten 
commandments. To violate that law, even in thought, is sin. For, 
said Christ: “Ye have heard that it was said by them in old time, 
Thou shalt not commit adultery; but | say unto you, That whosoever 
looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with 
her already in his heart.” And again: “Ye have heard that it was said 
by them in old time, Thou shalt not kill, and whosoever shall kill 
shall be in danger of the judgment; but | say unto you, That 
whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in 
danger of the judgment; and whosoever shall say to his brother, 
Raca, shall be in danger of the council; but whosoever shall say, 
Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.” atthew 5:27, 28, 21, 22. 
And “whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer.” 7 John 
3:15.PTUK March 24, 1892, page 90.1 


This is sufficient to show that the ten commandments deal with the 
thoughts, with the heart, with the conscience. By this law is the 
knowledge of sin (Romans 3:20); in fact, the inspired definition of 
sin is, “Sin is the transgression of the law.” 7 John 3:4. And, as 
already shown, the law may be transgressed by thinking harshly or 
impurely of another; it is immoral to do so.PTUK March 24, 1892, 
page 90.2 


But it is the government of God alone which has to do with the 
thoughts and intents of the heart, and with the eternal interests of 
men. Governments of men have to do only with the outward acts 
and the temporal affairs of men, and this without reference to any 
question of God or religion. The law of the government of God is 
moral: the laws of the governments of men are only civil.P7TUK 
March 24, 1892, page 91.1 
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The moral law is thus defined: “The will of God, as the supreme 
moral ruler, concerning the character and conduct of all responsible 
beings; the rule of action as obligatory on the conscience or moral 
nature.” “The moral law is summarily contained in the decalogue, 
written by the finger of God on two tables of stone, and delivered to 
Moses on Mount Sinai."PTUK March 24, 1892, page 91.2 


This definition is evidently according to Scripture. The Scriptures 
show that the ten commandments are the law of God; that they 
express the will of God; that they pertain to the conscience, and 
take cognizance of the thoughts and intents of the heart; and that 
obedience to these commandments is the duty that man owes to 
God.PTUK March 24, 1892, page 91.3 


Says the scripture, “Fear God, and keep His commandments; for 
this is the whole duty of man. For God will bring every work into 
judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good or whether it 
be evil.” Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14.PTUK March 24, 1892, page 91.4 


This quotation, with the ones above given from the sermon on the 
Mount, are sufficient to show that obedience to moral law, from the 
heart and in the very thought,—that this only is morality; which is 
therefore correctly defined as “The relation of conformity or non- 
conformity to the true moral standard or rule.... The conformity of an 
act to the Divine law.” The moral law being the law of God, morality 
being conformity to that law, and that law pertaining to the thoughts 
and intents of the heart, it follows that in the very nature of the case, 
the enforcement of that law, or the requirement of conformity 
thereto, lies beyond the jurisdiction and even the reach of, any 
human government.PTUK March 24, 1892, page 91.5 


Under the law of God, to hate is murder; to covet is idolatry; to think 
impurely of a woman is adultery. These things are all equally 
immoral, equally violations of the moral law; but no civil government 
seeks to punish on account of them. A man may hate his neighbour 
all his life; he may covet everything on earth; he may think impurely 
of every woman he sees—he may keep this up all his days; but so 
long as these things are confined to his thought, the civil power 
cannot touch him. It would be difficult to conceive of a more immoral 
person than such a man would be; yet the State cannot punish him. 





12 


It does not attempt to punish him. This is simply because that with 
such things—with morality or immorality—the State can have 
nothing to do.PTUK March 24, 1892, page 91.6 


But let us carry this further. Only let a man’s hatred lead him, even 
by a sign, to attempt an injury to his neighbour, and the State will 
punish him; only let his covetousness lead him to lay his hand on 
what is not his own, in an attempt to steal, and the State will punish 
him; only let his impure thought lead him to attempt violence to any 
woman, and the State will punish him. Yet, let it be borne in mind 
that even then the State does not punish him for his immorality, but 
for his incivility. The immorality lies in the heart, and can be 
measured by God only. The incivility is in the outward action, and 
may be measured by men. It is not with questions of moral right or 
wrong, but with civil rights and wrongs that the State has to 
do.PTUK March 24, 1892, page 91.7 


The correctness of this distinction is further shown in the term by 
which government by men—State or national government—is 
designated. It is called civil government, and the term “civil” is thus 
defined: “Pertaining to a city or State, or to a citizen in his relations 
to his fellow-citizens, or to the State."PTUK March 24, 1892, page 
91.8 


Thus it is plain that governments of men have to do only with men’s 
relation to their fellow-citizens, and not at all with their relations to 
God, which is again but to affirm that governments of men never 
can of right have anything to do with religion.P TUK March 24, 1892, 
page 91.9 


A. T. J. 


“Method in Their Madness” The Present Truth 8, 6, p. 92. 


ATJ 


“IF the Russian policy of persecution towards the Jews is deemed 
madness,” remarks the Observer, “there is apparently some method 
in the madness. According to the Vienna correspondent of the 
London Standard, M. Pobedonosizeff was asked by M. Poliakon, a 
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well known Russian Jewish banker in St. Petersburg, whether it 
was true that the recent expulsion of Russian Jews was due to his 
initiative. Minister Pobedonostzeff replied that it was, and then went 
on to say: ‘| addressed a memorandum to the Czar, and that was 
the origin of the orders you refer to. In that memorandum it was 
pointed out how useful it would be to Russia if a considerable 
number, at least some thousands, of Jewish families could be 
converted to the Orthodox faith, and thereby assimilated to or 
absorbed in the Russian race. The best way to this and, it was 
urged would be to enforce the old decrees against the Jews, 
because the classes most wanted, like landed proprietors, 
manufacturers, first-class merchants, doctors, lawyers, and so forth, 
would rather be converted than to be driven out of their homes, and 
forced to reside within the Jewish pale. We Russians want new 
blood in our race, and none better could be found than that of the 
Jews, whose thrift, industry, soberness, domestic tastes, thirst for 
learning, and self-culture, whose instinct for trade, money making 
and money saving are just the qualities which we require, and 
which would come into our race by the infusion of Jewish blood. We 
can not amalgamate with the lower classes of Jews. But | can not 
observe any bad qualities in the better class of Jews, like you, M. 
Poliakoff, and we hope to retain them by conversion, if we only 
leave them expulsion as an alternative. All this was in my 
memorandum, and in an audience | had of the Czar, his Majesty 
directly expressed the hope that tens of thousands of the better 
class of Jews would embrace the Orthodox faith, and thereby 
become Russians.’ The scheme is certainly a bold one and the 
statesman who would thus boldly announce it is almost an anomaly. 
The views of M. Poliakoff on the subject would be interesting.” P7UK 
March 24, 1892, page 92.1 


A. T. J. 
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July 14, 1892 
“The One Example” The Present Truth 8, 14, pp. 218, 219. 


ATJ 


JESUS Christ is the one only example for men to follow. To every 
man He commands absolutely, “Follow Me.” Take My yoke upon 
you and /earn of Me.” “| am the door,” “he that entereth not by the 
door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same 
is a thief and a robber.” “By Me if any man enter in, he shall be 
saved.” The Lord Jesus is the one only person whom this world 
ever saw who met perfectly, in the fullest measure, every 
requirement of the perfect law of God. He was made flesh, and He 
in the flesh and form and nature of man, stood in every place and 
met every temptation that any man can ever meet, and in every 
place and in everything He met all the demands of the perfect law 
of God. He did it from infancy to the prime of manhood, and never 
failed. “He was tempted in all points like as we are, yet without sin.” 
Therefore, as He is the only person whom this world ever saw who 
ever met to the full all the perfect requirements of the law of God, it 
follows that He is the only person whom the world ever saw, or ever 
shall see, who can be an example for men, or whose example is 
worthy to be followed by men.PTUK July 14, 1892, page 218.1 


Therefore, when preachers and leaders of theological thought 
anywhere present before men any other example, even though it be 
the example of the apostles, and seek to induce men to follow any 
other example, even though it be proposed as apostolic example, 
such conduct is sin against God, and treason against our Lord 
Jesus Christ. And that there are men, in this day, Protestants too, 
who are doing that very thing only shows how far from Christ the 
religious teachers of the day have gone. It is time that they and all 
men should be told, that the law of God is the one perfect rule of 
human duty; that the Lord Jesus Christ is the one perfect example 
that has been worked out, in this world, under that rule; and all men 
who will correctly solve the problem of human destiny must solve it 
by the terms of that rule as exemplified in, and according to, that 
example. Whoever attempts to solve the problem by any other rule, 
or according to any other example, will utterly fail to a correct 
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solution: and whoever teaches men to attempt to solve it by any 
other rule, or according to any other example, even though it be by 
“the example of the apostles,” both acts and teaches treason 
against the Lord Jesus Christ.P7TUK July 14, 1892, page 218.2 


What, then, is the example of Christ in regard to keeping the first 
day of the week? There is no example about it at all. He never kept 
it. But where there is no example of Christ there can be no example 
of the apostles. Therefore there is not, and cannot be, any such 
thing as the example of the apostles for keeping the first day of the 
week.PTUK July 14, 1892, page 219.1 


When, then, is the example of Christ in regard to keeping the 
seventh day? He kept the first seventh day the world ever saw, 
when He had finished His great work of creation. When He came 
into the world, everybody knows that He kept it as long as He lived 
in the world. And “he that saith he abideth in Him ought himself also 
so to walk even as He walked.” Therefore, those who walk as He 
walked will have to keep the seventh day. His steps led Him to the 
place of worship on the seventh day for thus “His custom was” 
(Luke 4:16), and He taught the people how to keep the seventh 
day, the Sabbath of the Lord (Matthew 12:1-12). And He has left “us 
an example that ye should follow His steps.” And all who follow His 
steps will be led by those steps to keep the seventh day, and to turn 
away their feet from the Sabbath, for such is His example.P7UK 
July 14, 1892, page 219.2 


Paul said “Be ye followers of me, even as | also am of Christ.” Now 
was Paul a follower of Christ in the matter of the seventh day? Let 
us see: “And He [Christ] came to Nazareth, where he had been 
brought up: and, as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on 
the Sabbath day, and stood up for to read.” Luke 4:16. And of Paul 
it is said, by the same writer, “They came to Thessalonica, where 
was a synagogue of the Jews, and Paul, as his manner [custom] 
was, went in unto them, and three Sabbath days reasoned with 
them out of the Scriptures.” Acts 17:1, 2. Paul did follow Christ in 
his “custom” of keeping the Sabbath day—the seventh day— 
therefore, if any man will obey the word of God by Paul, and will be 
a follower of Paul as he followed Christ, it will have to be his 
“custom to go to the house of God, and to worship God, on the 
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seventh day.PTUK July 14, 1892, page 219.3 


For the keeping of the seventh day we have the commandment of 
God and the example of the living God (Exodus 20:8-11; Genesis 
2:3), and of the Lord Jesus Christ, both in Heaven and on earth, 
both as Creator and Redeemer. And there is neither command nor 
example for the keeping of any other day. Will you obey the 
commandment of God, and follow the divine example in divine 
things? or will you, instead, obey a human command and follow 
human examples in human things, and expect the divine reward for 
it? Answer now as you expect to answer in the Judgment.P7UK 
July 14, 1892, page 219.4 


A. T. J. 
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August 11, 1892 
“Members One of Another” The Present Truth 8, 16, pp. 248-250. 


ATJ 


WE have noticed those scriptures which set forth the church as the 
body of Christ, and the members of the church as members of the 
body of Christ, and therefore members one of another, as they by 
“joints and bonds” are “knit together in love.” As the members of the 
church are members of the body of Christ, and also members one 
of another, how can it be but that there shall be unity in the church. 
If | am a member of the body of Christ and you are a member of the 
body of Christ, then if we have any respect for Christ how can it be 
that we shall have any disrespect for one another? If we love Christ 
how can we have anything but love for one another? But more than 
this, we are also members one of another, and as “no man ever yet 
hated his own flesh,” how then can it ever be that we should not 
love one another.P7TUK August 11, 1892, page 248.1 


This is the very test of our love for Christ: “If a man say, | love God, 
and hateth his brother, he is a liar; for he that loveth not his brother 
whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not 
seen?” 7 John 4:20. No man can appreciate the love of Christ while 
he is cross and spiteful and cruel to his brother, for whom Christ 
died. Church-members cannot expect to honour Christ while they 
dishonour one another. In dishonouring one another they do 
dishonour Christ, because “we are members of His body, of His 
flesh, and of His bones.” But when each one sees in his brother one 
for whom the Saviour died, and one who is a member of the body of 
Christ, then each one will treat his brother tenderly, lovingly, as the 
Saviour is tender and loving. When each one sees in his brother a 
soul so precious as that Christ died for him, he is not going to treat 
him slightingly, nor needlessly cause him pain. To cause a brother 
pain cannot be without causing Christ pain, for we are members of 
His body, and He is the Head of the body, and it is the head always 
which is really conscious of any pain in the body. The Scripture 
would have us realize the closeness, the intricacy, of the 
relationship between Christ and the church, and between the 
members one with another in the church.PTUK August 11, 1892, 
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page 249.1 
Paul sets this forth as follows:—P7TUK August 11, 1892, page 249.2 


“For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the 
members of that one body, being many, are one body; so also is 
Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether 
we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have 
been all made to drink into one Spirit. For the body is not one 
member, but many. If the foot shall say, Because | am not the hand, 
| am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body? And if the ear 
shall say, Because | am not the eye, | am not of the body; is it 
therefore not of the body? If the whole body were an eye, where 
were the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where were the 
smelling? But now hath God set the members every one of them in 
the body, as it hath pleased him. And if they were all one member, 
where were the body? But now are they many members, yet but 
one body. And the eye cannot say unto the hand, | have no need of 
thee; nor again the head to the feet, | have no need of you. Nay, 
much more those members of the body, which seem to be more 
feeble, are necessary; and those members of the body, which we 
think to be less honourable, upon these we bestow more abundant 
honour; and our uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness. 
For our comely parts have no need; but God hath tempered the 
body together, having given more abundant honour to that part 
which lacked; that there should be no schism in the body; but that 
the members should have the same care one for another. And 
whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one 
member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it. Now ye are 
the body of Christ, and members in particular.” 7 Corinthians 12:12- 
27.PTUK August 11, 1892, page 249.3 


In this it is shown that in the church—the body—of Christ, the 
members make up the body, as in the human body the eyes, the 
hands, the feet, etc., form the body. And as in the human body the 
different members are joined one to another, each in its proper 
place, to form the perfect body, so also is the body of Christ. And 
God hath “set the members every one in the body as it hath 
pleased Him.” and as in the human body one dislocated member 
disconcerts and deforms the whole body, so also is it in the body of 
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Christ. As in the human body each member can properly fulfill its 
function only by working in the place in which it belongs, so also is it 
in the body of Christ. For each member to know his place, and keep 
it, in the church, is just as essential to the efficient working of the 
church as that each member of the human body shall properly be 
set in its proper place, in order to the easy, comfortable working of 
the human body. But “all members have not the same office;” and 
cannot be hands, all cannot be eyes, all cannot be feet. Let the eye 
and the hand change places, and the good of both would be 
destroyed, and each would be an evil to the whole body. Let the 
hands and the feet change places, and the efficiency of all would be 
destroyed. But with all the members—eyes, hands, and feet—in 
their proper places, each can be efficient in its own place, and all 
working together can do that which the hand finds to do. The eye 
sees that which is to be done, the feet carry us within reach, and 
the hands perform the task, and each is essential to the working of 
the other. Except they all work together no task can be efficiently 
executed. “The eye cannot say unto the hand, | have no need of 
thee; nor again the head to the feet, | have no need of you. Nay, 
much more those members of the body, which seem to be more 
feeble, are necessary.” To no part of the body can any other part of 
the body say, “I have no need of you.”P TUK August 11, 1892, page 
249.4 


Thus it is with the human body, as everybody knows; and thus it is 
with the body of Christ, the church—as everybody ought to know. 
Each member of the church, in his place, is necessary to every 
other member of the church. Yea, even “those members of the 
body, which seem to be more feeble, are necessary.” And those 
members of the body which we think to be less honorable, upon 
these we should bestow more abundant honour. Christ has 
honoured them with a place in the church, shall we despise them? 
“The members should have the same care one for another. And 
whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one 
member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it.” Or as it is 
said in another place: “Remember them that are in bonds, as bound 
with them; and them which suffer adversity, as being yourselves 
also in the body.” Hebrews 13:3. “Now ye are the body of Christ, 
and members in particular.” And, oh, that everyone who is a 
member of the church would realize how sacred is the relationship 
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into which he has entered! Then indeed would the disciples of 
Christ be one, and the world would believe that God sent 
Him.PTUK August 11, 1892, page 249.5 


For the edifying—the building up—of the church, the Lord has 
placed certain gifts in the church. “When He ascended up on high, 
He led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.” “When He 
ascended up on high, He led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto 
men.” “And He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and 
some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the 
perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying 
of the body of Christ; till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.” Ephesians 4:8, 11- 
73. In another place it is written of these gifts, “God hath set some 
in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, 
after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, 
diversities of tongues.” 7 Corinthians 12:28. Thus we see that the 
gift of teaching the word of God is only third in importance of the 
gifts of the Spirit of God to members of the church. It is second only 
to the gift of prophecy, and is before miracles, or gifts of healings, or 
diversities of tongues. Paul expressed the matter thus: “I thank my 
God, | speak with tongues more than ye all; yet in the church | had 
rather speak five words with my understanding, that by my voice | 
might teach others also, than ten thousand words in an unknown 
tongue.” 7 Corinthians 14:18, 19.PTUK August 11, 1892, page 
249.6 


But though all could speak with the tongues of men and of angels, if 
they have no charity—the love of God—they are but as sounding 
brass or a tinkling cymbal. Though all had the gift of prophecy, and 
the gift of wisdom to the understanding of all mysteries and all 
knowledge; and though all had faith that could remove mountains, if 
they have not charity they are nothing. And though all were so 
benevolent as that they would bestow all their goods to feed the 
poor; and though they were all so perfectly assured of what they 
believe that they would die at the stake as witnesses to it, if they 
have not charity it will profit nothing. Charity is love. It is the love of 
God shed abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghost. It is that love 
which keeps the commandments of God, “for this is the love of God, 
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that we keep his commandments;” and “love is the fulfilling of the 
law.” Therefore, though all have all these wondrous powers, and 
have not the keeping of the commandments of God, they are 
nothing. “To the law and to the testimony; if they speak not 
according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.” But if 
there be in the church the love of God, keeping the commandments 
of God, then all these gifts, working together with charity, build up 
the body of Christ, make increase of the body unto the edifying of 
itself in love, and increase it with the increase of God.PTUK August 
11, 1892, page 249.7 


How long shall it be ere the church of the living God comes up to 
the fullness of its high privilege?P TUK August 11, 1892, page 250.1 


A. T. J. 
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December 29, 1892 
“The Church of Christ” The Present Truth 8, 26, pp. 405, 406. 


ATJ 


IN the Scriptures the Christian’s relationship to Christ is described 
under the symbol of the marriage tie: “Ye also are become dead to 
the law by the body of Christ; that ye should be married to another, 
even to Him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth 
fruit unto God.” Romans 7:4. “| have espoused you to one 
husband.” 2 Corinthians 11:2. And the individual Christian is in this 
represented as having been espoused “as a chaste virgin to 
Christ."PTUK December 29, 1892, page 405.1 


Such individuals gathered in fellowship form the Church of Christ. 
And the relationship to Christ of such collection of individuals is also 
described under the symbol of the marriage tie: “Husbands love 
your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave Himself 
for it.... So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He 
that loveth his wife loveth himself. For no man ever yet hated his 
own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the 
church.... For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, 
and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. 
This is a great mystery: but | speak concerning Christ and the 
church.” Ephesians 5:25-32.PTUK December 29, 1892, page 405.2 


In accordance with this idea the church of Christ is represented in 
the Scriptures as the purest and fairest of women, leaning upon the 
arm of her beloved; drawn to Him with the drawings of His love; her 
only thought being of her beloved; to her the chiefest among ten 
thousand and altogether lovely, whose banner over her is love, and 
who would present her to Himself “a glorious church not having 
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and 
without blemish.” Such is the church to Christ; such is Christ to His 
church; and such is the relationship between Christ and His 
church.PTUK December 29, 1892, page 405.3 


To such a church as this Christ committed His gospel to be by her 
made known to every creature. It is only such a church as this that 
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can make known the Gospel of Christ. That Gospel “is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that believeth.” Romans 1:16. No 
one can make known that power who does not know that power for 
himself and in himself. And the church could make known the 
power of God only by knowing the power in and for himself. And 
that power being known only by faith, in the nature of things it is 
only by abiding faithful to her Lord that the church could fulfil the 
work of the Gospel committed to her trust.P7TUK December 29, 
1892, page 405.4 


Again: The Gospel is Christ in men the hope of glory. Co/ossians 
1:27. This is what the church of Christ is to make known to men. No 
one can make known Christ in men who for himself does not know 
Christ in himself. It pleased God “to reveal His Sonin me that | 
might preach Him.” Galatians 1:76. But Christ dwells in men only by 
faith: “That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith.” Eohesians 
3:17. It is evident, therefore, that the only way in which the church 
can make known Christ in men the hope of glory, is to have, and to 
know Christ revealed in herself. And as this is only known by faith it 
is evident that it is only by abiding faithful to Christ that she can 
know Christ in herself or make Him known in men.PT UK December 
29, 1892, page 405.5 


Once more: In the Gospel the righteousness of God is revealed; 
and the righteousness of God only. And it is the righteousness of 
God only which the church of Christ is to know, and which she is to 
make known to all the world. This is the ministry of the Gospel 
which is committed to the church of Christ. This righteousness is 
known only by faith, and revealed only to faith. “Therein is the 
righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith.” “Even the 
righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and 
upon all them that believe.” Romans 1:17, and 3:22. As, therefore, 
this righteousness is known only by faith, and is revealed only to 
faith, it is plain that it is only by abiding steadfast in faithfulness to 
Christ that the church can known or make known the righteousness 
of God which is revealed in the Gospel. And the sum of all these 
counts, and of many more that might be given, is simply to 
demonstrate over and over that it is only by abiding wholly in Christ, 
by trusting in Him entirely, by depending upon Him completely, by 
perfect faithfulness to Him, that the church can be what she must 
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be in order to do what she is established to do.PTUK December 29, 
1892, page 406.1 


Such was the church of Christ in the beginning. Such is always the 
church of Christ indeed. But such neither is nor has been the 
professed church of Christ. For there has been an apostasy from 
Christ and from the true church of Christ. In the apostles’ days the 
warning was given, “Of your own selves shall men arise speaking 
perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.” Acis 20:30. 
And there shall come “a falling away first, and that man of sin be 
revealed, the son of perdition, who opposeth and exalteth himself 
above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as 
God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.... 
For the mystery of iniquity doth already work.” 2 Thessalonians 2:3- 
7.PTUK December 29, 1892, page 406.2 


The Lord exalted His church, and clothed her with the beautiful 
garments of salvation and righteousness, and the power of 
godliness, before the eyes of all the nations. He made her 
exceeding beautiful, and she prospered, and her renown went forth 
to all the world for her beauty; for it was perfect through His 
comeliness which He had put upon her, but not satisfied with the 
exaltation which the Lord gave, which could come and remain only 
through her own humility, the church grew haughty and exalted 
herself. Not content with the beauty of the Lord, which He had put 
upon her, she prided herse/f upon her own beauty; and instead of 
trusting in Him for her beauty, she trusted in herself. Not content 
that God alone should be glorified in her, she glorified herself and 
lived deliciously. Then, trusting in herself, priding herself upon her 
own beauty, magnifying her own merit, and satisfied with her own 
sufficiency,—this in itself was to put herself in the place of God. 
Then it was natural enough that she should seek to draw disciples 
to herself rather than to the Lord. Not only this, but having exalted 
herself, and magnified herself, and trusting in herself, it was 
impossible for her to draw disciples to anybody but herself. Thus 
came the apostasy. And thus, instead of remaining the church of 
Christ in truth, manifesting to the world the mystery of God and of 
godliness, she became, though still professedly the church of 
Christ, only the manifestation to the world of the mystery of se/f and 
of selfishness, which is the very mystery of iniquity.P7UK 
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December 29, 1892, page 406.3 


A. T. JONES. 
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